CRITERIA FOR 4-H FAIR AWARDS

1. Champion of Champion – Showmanship, Trail, Equitation (Western or English)  & Gymkhana. All the “ A “ champions & the 1st year juniors compete for this award; it is based on the judges’ decision. For gymkhana, all the champions of each division are called back for a run off to determine the Champion of Champion Gymkhana.

2. Showmanship, Western, English, & Trail are based on high points for Champion & Reserve Champion.  However, in these classes there is a championship class. Anyone with a score of 90 or above, that is not a rule 5 is called back into the championship class. In the case that there are not at least 4 with a score of 90 or higher, then the score drops down to the next highest score until there are 4 in the class. In the case of a tie, when dropping down to the next higher score, all those with the same score that is being considered will be in the class.  Therefore, if you have a 90, 91, 89, & four 88’s, you would call back all of the 88’s with the rest of the class, Red ribbon winners cannot compete in Championship classes.

3. Gymkhana – Champion & Reserve Champion for all age divisions are figured on  

       Gymkhana points. In the case of a tie, there will be a run off.

4. Perseverance and Determination – is a trophy given usually to a disabled person who works with horses.  Al and Kristy Artman of Eagle Point provide the award.

5. Hi-Pt Hippology at Fair is not a perpetual trophy class but is awarded a trophy or medallion for the highest score obtained at the Fair Judging.

6. Dressage - Champion & Reserve Champion are figured on the highest points

of 59.99 & above (blue).

7. The top cart driver (horse) & top cart driver (pony) are figured on points awarded

during class, with the award going to the highest score of 85 or above (blue ribbons only).

8. Halter-Free Breeding (Mare-in-Foal) gets a ribbon for participating in the free breeding class. The judge will choose which colt/filly they deem as the Champion overall for the free breeding. They do not compete in the callback for halter.

Mare in Foul –is a free breeding program where stallion owners are waiving the stud fees to breed to their stallion. The stallion owner can charge for mare care or board, or rebreeding if your mare does not take in the first heat cycle.  You may have vet fees, cultures, or artificial insemination charges.  Application due date is January 15th.  This program is offered once to 6th-11th graders as of January 15th.  Foal must be shown at the county fair the following year in Halter.

9. Overall Hi-Point Halter (colt & filly halter program) – suckling, weanlings, yearlings & 2 yr. olds are ribbons only, based on the points awarded by the judge. Then the highest blue of each class comes back for the Overall Hi-Point Halter colt or filly.

10.  Ground training – Champion & Reserve Champion are figured on the highest points of 85 and above (blue), combining both classes (less than 1 year & more than 1 year). 

11. Owner/member trained – Champion & Reserve Champion are figured on highest points of 85 & above (blue), combining both classes  (less than 1 year & more than 1 year)

12. Saddle Seat Equitation Award - is a perpetual trophy based on the highest saddle seat points of 85 or above (blue). 

13. Beginning Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences (1’6” –2’3”) offering at least 2 jumps at 2’3”.   Hi-Point and Reserve Hi-Point for beginners are figured on the highest 

jumping points of 85 & above (blue).  In the case of a tie, there will be a jump off.

The champion trophy is a perpetual trophy.

14. Advanced Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences (2’3” -2’6”) offering at least 2 jumps at 2’6”.  Hi-Point and Reserve Hi-Point for advanced riders are figured on the highest points of 85 & above (blue).  In the case of a tie, there will be a jump off. The champion trophy is a perpetual trophy. 

15. Overall English Hi-Point is a perpetual trophy. Highest combined score from English equitation, dressage, & hunt seat equitation over fences. (Same guidelines as the Overall Western Hi-Point trophy) 

16. Hi-Point Trail is awarded by the Jackson County Horseman’s Association and is figured on the highest trail score of all age divisions. 

17. Overall Western Hi-Point is a perpetual trophy. Highest combined score from trail, reining, & western equitation, regardless of what age division (not including walk/trot). In the event of a tie, go to the highest showmanship score, if still tied go to the current fair judging scores.

18. The All Around Horse (at fair) is for the horse that does it all at fair. Award is based on number of classes and points earned in showmanship, trail, equitation, reining, jumping, cart driving, gymkhana, dressage and (if offered) bareback. For bareback blues were given 10pts. reds 5pts. & whites 2pts, for reining we take the actual score.

19. Division Hi-Points (not including judging) includes showmanship, trail, & highest  

      equitation scores for each division. 

20. Division OVERALL Hi-Point & Reserve Hi-Point includes showmanship, trail, & highest equitation scores for each division PLUS judging. 

21.  Champion of Champion Reining and Reserve are determined by a qualified reining judge.  Howard and Susan Moore of Central Point provide the trophies if we do not use a 4-H Judge but use a certified Reining Judge.

22. Versatility Awards, 1st, 2nd, & 3rd, place announced at Member Recognition Night in November. Determined by adding all the points listed on the versatility sheets that are submitted by the deadline at fair.  This award is based on one rider, and the same horse, which have participated for a year in various 4-H activities receiving the highest points accumulated.

23. Spirit Award-Leader & Member are submitted (by written ballot from each club) to the Horse executive board –at fair.  Spirit nomination forms are available at fair, deadline Friday evening. Outstanding leader and member, showing a commitment of spirit to 4-H, they are willing to participate by helping others and have donated their time for the benefit of our youth during yearly events. The 4-H Horse Leader’s Association provides these awards.

24. Sportsmanship award is a perpetual trophy given to the club that exhibits qualities of fairness, courtesy, and grace in winning and defeat.

25. Herdsmanship – consist of two perpetual trophies and is given by the herdsmanship judge. Each day during fair, a grade is given to each club.  The club with the highest points for the week, wins the trophy.  A large and small club is recognized.  Award is from the 4-H Leader’s Association of Jackson County.  A $35 cash prize is awarded the larger club, provided by the Fair Board.  The objective of the Herdsmanship contest is to help teach members courtesy, responsibility and proper care of their animals.  It is also intended to ensure that we present a positive image to the public. A small club has five members or less.

26. Best Club Display - The herdsmanship judges & various other people select a club that they feel shows the Best Club Display utilizing either the County Fair theme or their Project theme or both. Ann Manlove of 4-H Youth Horse Development gives this award.

27. Judging – Recognition will be given to the top 10 kids that had the highest scores in 

judging from the previous year. This includes fair, fall and winter judging scores.  To qualify for the judging award and the State Hippology team, a member must have participated in two of the three contests offered.  Hi-Point in Hippology is a perpetual trophy and is awarded to the member with the highest 2 combined scores.  Hi-Point in Horse Bowl is a perpetual trophy that is available to members when interest and volunteers return.  The Judging Awards Ceremony is held usually the first week in January of if low turnout at the January Leaders’ Meeting.

28. The top five or 5 judging competitors in each division at the current fair will receive ribbons. (15 total ribbons)

29. Nine Year Member awards- for those members that have participated in showmanship and judging at fair for 9 years.  Eligible out of county member must show proof of involvement in their county’s 4-H program for prior years to equal 9 years.  

State Team

30.  State Equitation Team – a total of 170 points (showmanship & highest equitation score) dropping no lower than an 80. To qualify for trail you must have the 170 points plus a blue ribbon in trail. No rule 5’s & only intermediate A’s & senior A’s may go.

31. Gymkhana State Team- is for the “ A “ rider that has received a state qualifying time & only in the events qualified. This is for intermediates & seniors only.

32. Judging State Team – determined by the highest two out of three judgings scores.

33. Cart Driving at State – only blue ribbons in cart driving may compete at state. 1 horse or 1 pony cart driver may go, who ever has the highest score.

34. Ground Training at State – only blue ribbons in ground training may compete at state  (1 yearling & 1, 2 yr. Old).

35. Dressage at State – determined by a blue ribbon in dressage, riding training level test 2 or higher & the 170 equitation points. 

36. Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences at State – must be in the advanced with a blue ribbon & 170 equitation points. 
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revised4/09rl.  The above criteria for awards was voted and passed at the April ’09 Leader’s Meeting.





